FForest through the table

Ch rl Stian POttg Iesser #h . Paris, France 318%%: Luc Boegly

The project accommodates the headquarters of two companies in Paris - PONS and HUOT - with a total of fif—
teen executives between the two. Consequently, the designers have provided the unit with seven private offices
for each of the managers and a large workroom for the remaining eight members of the staff. In addition there
s a meeting-room (divisible), a shared recreational room, a Kitchen, rest rooms, and, at the special request of
the client, luxuriant vegetation throughout the main space. The starting point was a derelict industrial hall built
in the late 19th century with a steel framework typical of the period, and a glass roof that was on the verge of
collapse. Rumor has it that it was designed by none other than Gustave Eiffel. To start with, the hall was com-
pletely restored. A new glass roof was fitted, and all the main features of the building were put back into their

original state. Finally, the project itself consists of a wooden unit made of solid oak inserting into the existing

shell, 1.7 m high, 22 m long and 14 m wide. The entire program is embodied therein. Each individual workpiace
is incised into the wooden upper surface and covered by a “telephone-dome” in Plexiglas. The four lateral
surfaces contain filing systems, cloakrooms and the kitchen. Completely embedded in the body are the meet-
ing room, the recreational room and the restrooms. The remaining space is taken up by technical transmission

systems (computer, electricity, air condition, heating and water) and also by 18.3 m° of soil, the bed for eight

Ficus Panda trees.Entrance hall and reception areas were omitted, as visitors are guided by a peripheral path-

system that leads to all the pertinent rooms. The individual offices are situated on the two mezzanine galleries.
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Affinity

Ag U | rre N eV\/m an Arq U ite CtU ra Hh g2 Sant Cugat del Valles, Barcelona, Spain 1% Jordi Miralles

The project addresses the new headquarters of a pet-food merchandizing enterprise, located on two floors of

a building by the architect Eduardo Gascon. The objective of the new offices has to achieve the well-being and
comfort of the employees using domestic accessories, so they would feel at home, a home that is comfortable.
contemporary, flexible and practical. The offices are distributed on two rectangular floors, with the communi-
cations-and technical systems grouped around a central nucleus. These floors, which already had the basic
HVAC installations (air-conditioning, safety lighting, technical floor and double ceiling) have been organized
according to one same concept: to do without the offices as such for everybody to work together without visual
constraints, facilitating meeting areas of a formal and informal nature, enhancing the exchange of information.
A clear zoning has been established, which comprises two main open areas for work and two mixed use areas
near the centralized access. Adjacent to the nucleus are the reception desk, the visitors hall and the cafeteria.
The only nierarchic concession is the position of the managerial areas, situated around the perimeter, individu—
alized yet open as well. The few enclosed spaces are the meeting rooms, waiting rooms and visitor attention
rooms, which are built of lightweight plasterboard, aluminum and glass. This open plan enables natural light to
penetrate every corner and the wide windows incorporate the views of the landscape into the working environ-
ment. Decoration of the work zones, with neutral tones and curvy, ergonomically designed furniture, stresses

warmth. These areas are only differentiated from the rest by the flooring material, a surface of small wooden

slats similar to industrial parquet. The main theme of the enterprise, dogfood and catfood, has generated de-
tails such as the "teaching wall” in the cafeteria, decorated with exchangeable panels with descriptions of the

breeds of these pets, for the employees to become familiar with their characteristics.
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Third floor plan
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