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A Cardboard Sutt for Scherpontwerp

R O&A D a rC h iteCte n th &5.: Eindhoven, Netherlands 8% Anita Huisman

In planning a new office space for their clients Scherpontwerp, a graphic design company and De

Boekenmakers, publishers, in the centre of Eindhoven in The Netherlands, RO&AD Architects drew inspira-
tion surprisingly from the open spaces of Central Park in Manhattan. In their view it iIs a good example of a
clear space, defined by a rectangle where no buildings are allowed. Their objective was to convert 200m° of
dreary, disorganized rented office space into a pleasant and stimulating working environment within a limited
budget. They applied the urban concept as seen in Central Park to the office environment. First they defined
the maximum rectangular space in the centre of the area, then filled the outer edgeé with cardboard. The func-
tional items needed-shelves, desks, work stations, meeting areas, a canteen and walk-in cupboards-were then
sculpted out of the cardboard, while a long low table was created out of cardboard In the central area. Just as
the buildings around Central Park define the park, the interior cardboard edges define the open space in this
office; the buildings have urban functions and the interior facades have interior functions.initial doubts about
the practicality and aesthetics of working in this environment made out of honeycomb cardboard were soon
resolved as it became clear that it is a sound-absorbent material so reduces noise levels, creating a peace-—
ful working habitat. Furthermore it is a pleasing material which lends a cértain warmth to the office and the
large-scale repetition of the striped pattern contributes to the peace and uniformity of the space. There is also
a pragmatic element in this scheme which meets the clients’ brief. Architects Ad Kil and Ro Koster comment
that they could not achieve what the client required with conventional building materials as the budget was 30%
too low. Cardboard is light, relatively cheap, easy to work with and transport and available in different kinds of
thickness and finishes. It only took four months to build using nothing but glue. Furthermore the lease for the
space will run out after five years so a more permanent material would be wasted and as fashions in office de-
sign are bound to change the current fittings can happily be dumped in the recycling bin. Although the interior
may look like a house of cards, it is as strong as concrete and can withstand a certain amount of wear and tear.

Horizontal joists give the table strength but if it gets damaged it will not be a huge investment to make another.
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