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The point of departure is the close relation between the surroundings, the spatial fabric and the proper func—
tioning processes within a system. For Novartis, the spatial concept is based on a number of fundamental
factors that generate specific spatial fabrics: The potential of each individual to identify with his/her spa-
tial surroundings. The potential to transform the context in which he/she operates, in this case the company
ohilosophy, into expression in spatial terms. Networked, creative, innovative thinking that is reflected in the
spatial context and can be experienced by means of flowing, transparent, unobstructed spatial configurations.
Regarding the existing structure, the initially neutral space is the point of departure tor a spatial concept based
on the given situation, yet unfolding its own architectural identity. NovaMobile, the flexible shelf system devel-

oped especially for Novartis, forms the basis of the interior design of the office spaces: The shelf system’s basic

function is separation of access ways and office spaces, but it also forms zones of differing density and trans—
parency — depending on the requirements and communication values of each given place. The combination of
different module types, plus variable assembly possibilities permit the parallel formulation of closed-off areas,
semitransparent zones, and areas of absolute transparency in different communication and work spaces. All in
one, NovaMobile is a space-defining element and visual guideline.The graphic linearity ot the module system,
as opposed to the organic patterned screen lit from behind, makes the hallway into an energy-charged place
whose impact emphasizes the vastness of the spatial impression and goes beyond the function. In the lobby,
the linear module system takes on the distinct contours of an object — the reception desk — allowing a transition

from the hallway's tight clarity to an open gesture of arrival.
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